Notes on Client-side Cookies using JavaScript
(reference: www.webreference.com)

A cookie is a small file stored by a program on the client computer (the computer of the visitor to the web site).  . People can turn off cookies.  A cookie contains, at a minimum, a name and a value.  A cookie is associated with a particular URL and reading the cookie is set to that URL unless a PATH (restricting the access) or a DOMAIN (broadening the access) is specified with the cookie is specified.  It also is possible to specify the EXPIRES time for a cookie. If this is not set, then the cookie expires when the browser is closed.  Lastly, a flag can be indicated to specify that the cookie is only to be set over a secure link.  This last makes more sense for cookies set by server-side code.

JavaScript specifies a cookie by setting the value of document.cookie to a string indicating the name, value, path, domain, expires, and security setting.  The different parts are set off by semi-colons.  A string for a cookie with name 'visitor' and value 'Jeanine' that expires when the user exits the browser would be

      "visitor=Jeanine"

A cookie with the same name and value, that would be accessible for all sites on the purchase.edu domain (for example, newmedia.purchase.edu and sharon.ns.purchase.edu and others) would be:

      "visitor=Jeanine; expires=Tue, 3 May 2005 23:44:43 UTC; domain=purchase.edu"
The coding in the example uses the escape and unescape functions to translate special symbols into codes.  This would be critical for names with internal quotes.

